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Amendments to the Claims: 

Claims 1 , 2 (cancelled) 

3. (currently amended) A rail mad car bridge plate operable to permit vefente a vehicle to be 
conducted thereover between respective vehicle decks of a pair of first and second longitudinally 
coupled rail road cars, said bridge plate comprising: 

a beam locatablc in a longitudinal orientation relative to the rail road cars to span a gap 
therebetween; 

said beam having a surface upon which vetoles the vehicle can be conducted; 

said beam having a fitting by which to mount said beam to the first of the rail road cars; 

said fi tting being onerable to a ccommodate- yawing of said beamJ^tivej^.j3IsLrail. 

mad ear when said beam i« l"<-*tH in n> |™^iHi™1 nrienlation and the rail road 

cars a r e in moti on; and 
said fitting permitting movement of said beam from smd longitudinal orientation to a 

cross-wise orientation relative to the first rail road car when said beam is 

disentzaecd from the secon d rail road car, 

4. (currently amended) The bridge plate of claim 3 wherein said fitting is chosen from the set of 

fittings consisting of 

(a) a co I lar lb r recei v i ng a pi vot pin ; or and 

(b) a pivot pin engagcable in a collar; 

by which said fitting permits motion of said bridge plate between an extended position 
spanning a gap between the rail road cars and a storage position. 

5. (currently amended) The bridge plate or claim 3 wherein said fitting is a pivol fitting and, 
when said beam is lying horizontally, said pivot has a predominantly vertical posit** axis. 

6. (currently amended) The bridge plate of claim 3 wherein said beam has a flange defining said 
surface, and said fitting is a pivot fitting having a pivot axis perpendicular to said *pper flange. 

7. (original) The bridge plate of claim 3 wherein said fitting is a pivot fitting having a pivot axis 
perpendicular to said surface. 
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8. (original) The bridge plate of claim 7 wherein said surface has traction bars mounted 
thereto. 

9. (original) The bridge plate of claim 3 further comprising a second fating, said second 
fitting being operable to engage a mating fitting of the second rail road car. 

10 (original) The bridge plate of claim 3 further comprising a second fitting operable to 
engage the second rail road car, said first fitting being a pivot fitting and said second fitting being 
a slide fitting. 

U. (original) The bridge plate of claim 3 wherein said second end has the form of a 
bifurcated toe. 

12. (original) The bridge plate of claim 3 wherein said beam has at least one hand grab 
mounted thereto to facilitate manipulation of said bridge plate. 

1 * (currently amended) A bridge plate for spanning a length-wise gap between corresponding 
vehicle decks of a pair of first and second reloasably coupled rail road cars, said bridge plate 

comprising; 

a beam member for supporting the weight of a wheeled vehicles vehicle, said beam 
member having an upwardly facing surface upon which Lhe_vchicj2 vehW^e can 
be conducted between the rail road cars, -mid hr,im hsvinr, first and second ends; 

a first fitting for engaging said the first rail road car; 

a second fitting for engaging said lh= second rail road car; 

said first filling bring mounla ble mounted to connect [fail said first end of said beam to 
the first rail road car. said first fitting permitting pivotal motion of said bridge 
plate relative to the first rail road car aboat a first axis normal to said surface 
relative to tho firat ra il -read-ear; 

said second fitting being mounta ble mowrted to connect [[a]] said second end of said 
beam to the second rail road car, said second fitting permitting pivotal motion of 
said bridge plate nati ve to the seco nd rail mad car about a second axis normal to 
said surface H^iw^tHhe-s^nd-KtU-roftd-ear; 

said second fitting being operable to accommodate variation of distance between the first 
and second axes while said rail road cars are coupled together and in nvmonjmd 
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nnp»rsftid firs t and se cond fittings bein a di sen sa leable. 

1 4. (currently amended) The bridge plate of claim 13 wherein, when the rail road cars arc 

uncoupled, said second end of said bridge plate is disengageable from sa4d the second rail 
road car, m d . when «o disengag ed, is movable about said first axis to a cross-wise storage 
position. 

15. (original) The bridge plate of claim 13 wherein said second fitting includes a slide 
capable of linear motion relative to Ihe second axis. 

16. (original) The bridge plate of claim 13 wherein said second end of said beam is 
bifurcated to form a pair of toes, and said second fitting is a slot defined between said 
toes. 

1 7. (original) The bridge plate of claim 1 3 wherein said beam includes a top flange, a bottom 
flange, and webs extending therebetween. 

18. (original) The bridge plate of chum 13 wherein said second end of sakl beam has a 
handgrab to facilitate manipulation of said beam. 

19. (original) The bridge plate of claim 13 wherein said beam has a bottom flange, and a 
plaslic pad mounted to said bottom flange. 

20. (currently amended) A bridge plate for spanning a gap between corresponding vehicle 
decks of a pair of first and second rcleasably coupled rail road cars, said bndgc plate having: 

a first pivot fitting mountabte to the first rail road car, said pivot fitting permitting pivotal 
motion of said bridge plate relative to the first rail road car about a first vertical 
axis; 

a second fitting for engaging the second rail road car, said second fitting including a 

linear extension member permitting pivotal motion of said bridge plate relative to 
a second vertical axis fixed relative Lo the second rail road car; 

said first filling b eing tole rant of y aw motioju^hej^ 
road car whe n said fir st fitting is mou niejLthcrejo.; 

^ijnljrr^mrJJi^ Hismp;»p,eahle relative to the secondraU ffiaicar; 
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c ^nH fitting h cina tolerant of ya w motion of the briclfienlatc relative to the s econd 
rail mad ear when s aid secondJUtini' is enftftgpj thereto; and 
said linear extension member tolerating variation in distance between the first and second 
axes. 

2 1 . (original) The bridge plate of claim 20 wherein said bridge plate is a beam having an 
upper flange, a lower flange, and vertical webs extending therebetween. 

22. (original) The bridge pJatc of claim 21 wherein a nylon (t.m.) pad is mounted to said 
bottom flange, 

23. (original) The bridge plate of claim 20 wherein said linear extension member is u slot 
defined in said beam. 

24. (currently amended) A bridge plate kit for spanning a gap between respective veh jcledecM 
of a pair of first and second releasably coupled rail road cars, said kit comprising; 

a bridge plate; 

a first pivot pin having a first pivot axis, said first pivot pin being mountable to the first 
rail road car with said first pivot axis in a vertical orientation; 

a second pivot pin having a. second pivot a*is, said second pivot pin being mountable to 
the second rail road car with said second pivot axis in a vertical orientation; 

and 

[|a]] said bridge plate having 

a track surface up o n which a vehic le can heconduct^ between the rajjr^.cars 

when said KHd^c plate is mounted to span the gap; 
a first filling in engagement with said first pivot pin, said bridge plate being 

pivolable relative to said first pivot axis; 
a second fitting in engagement with said second pivot pin, said bridge plate being 

pivolable relative to said second axis [[, and]]; 
said bridge plate being translatable relative to said second axis; and 
one of said pivot pins being discngageabl c, 

25. (original) The bridge plate kit of claim 24 wherein said first fitting is a collar matablu 
with said first pivot pin, and said second fitting is a guide matablc with said second pivot pin. 
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26 (original) The bridge plate kit of claim 24 wherein said bridge plate includes a beam 
member for supporting loads to be conducted between the first and second rail road care, said 
first fitting is a collar mounted to said first pivot pin, and said second fitting is an elongated slot, 
said second pivol pin being seated in said slot. 

27. (original) The bridge plate of kit claim 24 wherein said bridge plate includes a beam 
member for supporting loads to be conducted between said first and second rail road cars, said 
beam has a pair of toes at one end thereof, and said second fitting is an open ended slot defined 
between said toes. 

28. (original) The bridge plate kit of claim 24 wherein said second pivot pin is removable 
from the second mounting, and said bridge plate has hand grabs to facilitate pivoting of said 
bridge plate by hand about said first pivot pin. 

29. (currently amended) The bridge plate kit of claim 24 wherein said kit includes two of 
said bridge plates, two of said first fittings and tow two of said second fittings whereby said 
bridge plates, when installed, co-operate as a pair of side-by-side wheel trackways to define a 
pathway between the first and second rail road cars. 

30. (previously presented) The bridge plate kit of claim 24 wherein said disengageable one of 
said pivol pins is disengageable from its respective rail road car. 

31. (previously presented) The bridge plate of claim 24 wherein said disengageable one of said 
pivot pins is removable disengageable from its respective fitting of said bridge plate. 

32. (previously presented) The bridge plate of claim 24 wherein said second pivot pin is said 
disengageable pivol pin. 

33. (currently amended) A bridge plate fewwhieto- oanyinr. mil r oa4^, for use in permitting 
a vehicle to be conducted between respective vehicle decks of a pair or adjacently coupled first 
and second rail road cars, said bridge plate comprising: 
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a beam member for extending between the two adjacently coupled railroad cars, the beam 

member having a first end for engaging the first rail road car, and a second end 

for engaging the second rail road car; 
said beam member having an upper flange, a lower flange, and webs extending between 

said upper and lower flanges to form a hollow section; 
said upper (langc or said beam member having a track surface upon which the wheeled 

vehicle can be conducted; 
said first end of said beam member having a pivot fitting mounted thereto; 
said pivot fitting permitting movement of said beam about a pivot axis normal to said 

track surface. 

34. (previously presented) The bridge plate of claim 33 wherein said bridge plate has three of 
said webs. 

35. (previously presented) The bridge plate of claim 33 wherein said bridge plate has a length 
measured from the first end to the second end and has a lengthwise slot defined in said second 
end. 

36. (previously, presented) The bridge plate of claim 35 wherein at least one of said webs lies to 
either side of said slot. 

37. (previously presented) The bridge plate of claim 35 wherein said slot is defined clear 
through both said upper and lower flanges. 

38. (previously presented) The bridge plate of claim 35 wherein said second end of said bridge 
plate is bifurcated to define a pair of toes, said slot being defined between said toes. 

39. (previously presented) The bridge plate of claim 34 wherein said first end is chamfered. 

40. (previously presented) The bridge plate of claim 33 wherein said bridge plate has at least 
four of said webs extending parallel to each other, and running lengthwise said first and second 
ends. 
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41. (previously presented) The bridge plate of claim 33 wherein said bridge plate is made of 
aluminium. 

42. (previously presented) The bridge plale of claim 33 wherein said surface of said upper 
flange has tread bars affixed thereto. 

43. (previously presented) The bridge plate of claim 33 wherein said lower flange has a plastic 

bearing pad mounted thereto. 

44. (previously presented) The bridge plate of claim 33 further comprising a hand grab mounted 
to said second end thereof to facilitate pivotal manipulation of said beam member relative to said 



axis. 



45. (previously presented) The bridge plate of .claim 33 wherein one of said pivot pins is 
removable. 

46. (previously presented) The bridge plate of claim 33 wherein said second pivot pin is 
removable to facilitate disengagement of said bridge plate from the second rait road oar. 
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